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They had 
no idea that
combining
prescription 
drugs with 
alcohol could
kill them or
their friend.

An honest and emotional account of what happened that 
night spoken by the friends who were with him.

A documentary EVERY student should see . . . it could save their life.

“If They Had Known”“If They Had Known”



 

 

 

 

•  FEATURE DOCUMENTARY DVD  (35 MIN IN LENGTH)

•  PUBLICIT Y MATERIALS
   10 POSTERS WITH KEY MESSAGING TO HANG IN SCHOOL / AROUND TOWN 

•  FACILITATORS GUIDE (which includes):

  • BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE FILM

  • SUGGESTIONS FOR HOW TO PREPARE FOR YOUR SHOWING

  • GUIDELINES FOR HOLDING AN IMPACTFUL DISCUSSION PANEL

  • WHAT TO DO FOLLOWING YOUR SHOWING

  • TESTIMONIALS

  • ABOUT CLAY SOPER MEMORIAL FUND

  • IMPORTANT LICENSE AGREEMENT INFORMATION

•  POST SHOWING SUR VEY

•  ENVELOPE FOR DVD RE TURN

YOUR DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM KIT INCLUDES:

Checklist for Showing:
 SELECT MODERATOR

 SELECT PANEL MEMBERS

 MODERATOR & PANEL MEMBERS 
 PREVIEW FILM

 MODERATOR & PANEL MEMBERS 
 REVIEW FACILITATORS GUIDE

 PLAN POST VIEWING FORMAT OF 
 PANEL DISCUSSION

 OBTAIN COMMENT CARDS AND PENS

 

PROMOTE YOUR SHOWING BY HAVING :

 POSTERS PRINTED 

 HANDOUTS PRINTED

 EMAIL BLASTS SENT

 POSTS PREPARED FOR SOCIAL MEDIA,
 SCHOOL WEBSITE, ETC.
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A documentary EVERY student should see…it could save their life.

Questions ?
iftheyhadknown@gmail.com  l  www.iftheyhadknown.com

 233 Main Street  Winchester, MA  01890    l    781. 325. 6902
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BACKGROUND

 Clay’s Story / Why We Made This Film

 In the early morning hours of July 18th, 2015 Clay Soper died tragically   

 from the combination of prescription drugs mixed with alcohol. Just shy   

 of his 20th birthday, Clay was a thriving college student home for the   

 summer.   That night, he and his friends were doing what many students   

 do in today’s party culture.  They had no idea that combining prescription   

 drugs with alcohol could kill them or their friend.

 Days after Clay’s death, a group of his friends came together to provide   

 support for one another. As they struggled to understand how this tragedy  

 could have happened to their friend, the phrase  “he didn’t know ... we 

didn’t know” was repeated over and over. Clay’s tragic death motivated his peers to tell his story in a way that was 

different from other health related films.   “If They Had Known” is an honest and emotional account of what 

happened that night spoken by the people who were with him. Clay’s friends wanted his death to have a purpose 

— they wanted his death to have an impact on other students who also many be unaware of the potentially fatal 

outcome of this toxic trend.

By sharing Clay’s story, the Soper family hopes to advance awareness and promote conversation among teenagers, 

families and our greater community about the very real dangers of mixing prescription drugs with alcohol. 

“If They Had Known” is a film that focuses on the risks of current party culture.  It is not a film about drug addiction 

or substance abuse.  Mixing prescription drugs with alcohol has become a recreational trend in high schools and 

on college campuses across the country and is resulting in accidental deaths.  With this film, we hope to help 

others avoid such a tragic accident.

INTENDED AUDIENCES:  High Schools / Communities — Colleges / Universities

IMPOR TANT DVD INFORMATION

Please take a moment to review the contents of your Documentary Program  Kit and verify that 
your DVD is in proper working order.

DOCUMENTARY — (30 minutes)     ADDITIONAL FOOTAGE — “What Clay’s Friends Want You to Know” (3:38)

Following the film, a series of short, candid clips are included on your DVD.  These clips, spoken and recorded 

by Clay’s friends, help to re-emphasize the key messaging outlined on the handout, “What Clay’s Friends Want 

You To Know”  and act as a bridge to your panel discussion.

Tip:  Following these clips it is highly recommended that the credits be allowed to roll through completion 

before turning on the lights.  This provides a valuable moment of time for the audience to process the film 

and gather their emotions.

IMPOR TANT STREAMING INFORMATION
Streaming option is available for FULL YEAR License Agreements.

For more information, please email us at:  iftheyhadknown@gmail.com

CLAY SOPER  1995 - 2015
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 EASY STEPS 6

1

2

3

SELEC T MEMBERS FOR YOUR DISCUSSION PANEL:

• A MODERATOR to introduce the film and help to facilitate the panel discussion;

• A PANEL consisting of professionals equipped to answer questions relating to current party culture;

AND, IF POSSIBLE …

• STUDENT AMBASSADORS (PG 7) - Clay's friends are everywhere and every personal connection 

to the film helps to make the impact even greater.  The Student Ambassador program is designed

to help any student who wishes to participate with your showing.  

PRE VIE W FILM:
We highly recommend that the film be previewed by all panel members and the moderator 

prior to the showing to adequately prepare for the discussion.  This film is intended to be used for 

interactive programs:  a screening followed by a facilitated discussion.

4

PROMOTE YOUR SHOWING:

PLACE 10 PROVIDED POSTERS AROUND CAMPUS / TOWN
Included in your kit are 10 posters with key messaging which can be left up indefinitely following your event. 

PRINT CUSTOMIZABLE POSTERS WITH SPECIFIC EVENT INFO
Poster template can be found on our website (www.iftheyhadknown.com) under “Publicity Toolkit ”
Use this template to customize posters with the specific time, location and information for your showing.  

(See example of the customizable poster on PG 6)

UTILIZE DIGITAL MEDIA  
Don’t forget to post your event on social media, school website, town website, local newspaper AND MORE!  

Digital graphics may be found on our website (www.iftheyhadknown.com) under “Publicity Toolkit” 
Be sure to tag If  They Had Known in your social posts for increased visibility!  You can find us on Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn. 

(CONTINUED)

RE VIE W “GUIDELINES FOR HOLDING AN IMPAC TFUL SHOWING”
These guidelines, found on page 8, act as your primary resource for details on how to host a showing and 

structure a discussion panel ensuring a meaningful and impactful event.  We have provided suggestions 

for introducing the film, discussion points and key messaging.  We suggest that you review these 

tips to help you feel more comfortable leading a discussion.

PREPARE FOR YOUR SHOWING

3



5   THINGS 
THAT COULD SAVE YOU OR 

YOUR FRIEND’S LIFE

They had 
no idea that 
combining 
prescription 
drugs with 
alcohol could 
kill them or 
their friend.

A documentary 
EVERY student 
should see . . . 
it could save 
their life.

WHAT CLAY’S FRIENDS WANT 
YOU TO KNOW

UNDERSTAND THE RISKS OF
THIS TOXIC MIX

Mixing prescription drugs with alcohol can kill you

ACCIDENTS DO NOT DISCRIMINATE
Whether it’s your 1ST time or you’ve done it before — 

YOU OR YOUR FRIEND COULD DIE

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS ARE NOT 
FOR RECREATIONAL USE

If you share, steal, or purchase prescription drugs 
over the internet, you are putting yourself at risk

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ACT  
DON’T WAIT - CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY
DON’T WORRY about getting in trouble 

DON’T EVER leave someone alone
DON’T ASSUME it’s OK to let someone sleep it off

THE RIPPLE EFFECT AND ITS IMPACT
Your death will affect more people than you could ever 
imagine and will destroy your family and your friends. 

Take care of each other.

1
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3

4
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Clay didn’t know – his friends didn’t know. 
Perhaps things would be different…

“If They Had Known”
W W W. I F T H E Y H A D K N O W N . C O M

 EASY STEPS 6

6

5 PREPARE MATERIALS TO DISTRIBUTE:  
Below are important items to distribute to your audience.  All can 

be found on our website (www.iftheyhadknown.com) under 
“Publicity Toolkit”

HANDOUT :  “WHAT CLAY’S FRIENDS WANT YOU TO KNOW”
This takeaway piece re-emphasizes the 5 key messaging points associated 

with our film. We strongly encourage that each student be given a copy.  

To print:  Download print ready pdf artwork for  Handout:  “WHAT 
CLAY’S FRIENDS WANT YOU TO KNOW”  

COMMENTS CARDS:  For student showings especially,  Comment Cards 

are VERY USEFUL for insightful feedback.  We suggest you supply a blank 

index card and pen to each student allowing them to anonymously share 

their thoughts, questions or comments about the film.  Cards can be 

collected at the conclusion of the film, and used to facilitate the post viewing 

discussion, as well as, provide valuable insight into students’ attitudes 

towards this issue. Examples of comments we have received may be found 

on our website under “see what students are saying”.  We hope you will 

share with us any comments from your showing that you would like 

included on our website and social media. 

Email to: iftheyhadknown@gmail.com.

AFTER YOUR FINAL E VENT:
RETURN DVD AND SURVEY:
Please return your DVD (in its original case) with the completed Post Showing Survey within 5 business 

days of your final showing.  We’ve provided a self addressed stamped envelope for your convenience.  

We greatly appreciate your feedback!   If desired, you may also include the Comment Cards collected. 
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MAXIMIZE YOUR LICENSE AGREEMENT:
We urge you to host multiple showings to maximize audience reach.  Share this film with multiple 

departments within your campus; hold multiple community showings.  Don’t miss an opportunity 

to reach every student at your school —  get creative and maximize the full term of your license 

agreement!  See PG 5 for more suggestions on how to “MAXIMIZE YOUR LICENSE AGREEMENT”

  

 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
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PREPARE FOR YOUR SHOWING CON’T
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MAXIMIZE YOUR LICENSE AGREEMENT

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITIES:

Hold a Campus-Wide Event

Orientation Week

Athletic Department / Athlete Viewing

Alcohol Awareness Week

Fraternity/Sorority Co-Sponsor

Integrate into Curriculum

 

Your license agreement allows for unlimited showings within the terms of the agreement.  Consider 

hosting several showings so that EVERY student has an opportunity to view this film.  

The most impactful way for students to view this film, is to be sitting shoulder to shoulder with their 

peers. Any way that you can gather groups of students, will result in the most powerful response.  In 

addition to large assembly showings, consider other options such as classroom showings, student 

organizations, student clubs/groups, athletes, etc.  Get creative and make the most out of your 

License Agreement.

HOST MULTIPLE SHOWINGS.

DON'T MISS AN OPPORTUNITY TO REACH 
EVERY STUDENT AT YOUR SCHOOL.

HIGH SCHOOL /  COMMUNIT Y:

Multiple Student Assemblies by Class

Classroom Showings

Multiple Community Showings

Pre-Prom and Graduation Required Viewing

Athletic Department/Athlete Viewing

Wellness Day Workshops

Get creative and MAXIMIZE your license agreement!

5

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Below are some suggestions for gathering different groups together 
to reach as many students as possible:
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PUBLICITY TOOLKIT
Included in your KIT are 10 “permanent” posters which may be left up indefinitely following your showing. 
For all other publicity pieces (shown below), please visit our website: www.iftheyhadknown.com under  
“Publicity Toolkit”.  Here you will find artwork which can easily be sent to a copy center for printing.

CUSTOMIZABLE 
PROMOTIONAL POSTER

Download artwork 
finished size: 8.5" x 14"

color

HANDOUT: 
"WHAT CLAY’S FRIENDS WANT YOU TO KNOW"

Download artwork
 8.5" x 11" - two up on page

finished size: 4.25" x 8.5"
color

10 PROVIDED 
PERMANENT POSTERS

These can be left up indefinitely 
following your event as a reminder

of this important topic

ITHK LOGO(s)
ITHK logo with and without tagline for all your marketing needs

(jpg and png)

6

BANNER GRAPHIC
For all your social media/digital needs

5   THINGS 
THAT COULD SAVE YOU OR 

YOUR FRIEND’S LIFE
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combining 
prescription 
drugs with 
alcohol could 
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their friend.

A documentary 
EVERY student 
should see . . . 
it could save 
their life.

WHAT CLAY’S FRIENDS WANT 
YOU TO KNOW

UNDERSTAND THE RISKS OF
THIS TOXIC MIX

Mixing prescription drugs with alcohol can kill you

ACCIDENTS DO NOT DISCRIMINATE
Whether it’s your 1ST time or you’ve done it before — 

YOU OR YOUR FRIEND COULD DIE

PRESCRIPTION DRUGS ARE NOT 
FOR RECREATIONAL USE

If you share, steal, or purchase prescription drugs 
over the internet, you are putting yourself at risk

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ACT  
DON’T WAIT - CALL 911 IMMEDIATELY
DON’T WORRY about getting in trouble 

DON’T EVER leave someone alone
DON’T ASSUME it’s OK to let someone sleep it off

THE RIPPLE EFFECT AND ITS IMPACT
Your death will affect more people than you could ever 
imagine and will destroy your family and your friends. 
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Clay didn’t know – his friends didn’t know. 
Perhaps things would be different…

“If They Had Known”
W W W. I F T H E Y H A D K N O W N . C O M
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STUDENT AMBASSADOR PROGRAM

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IS STRONGLY ENCOURAGED —

ESPECIALLY ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

The Student Ambassador Program provides an opportunity for any student to get involved in your 

showing in whatever capacity they feel comfortable. Engaging students in the planning and structure of 

the showing helps to strengthen their ability to spread the word among peer groups about the risks 

outlined in the film.

 

Encouraging students to invite members of their peer groups, clubs, student organizations, athletic 

groups, fraternity/sororities, etc. will also help ensure a robust and meaningful showing. Creating 

dialogue among students about this toxic trend remains our goal with the documentary program.  

The more students are involved, the more prepared they will be to support one another when and if

a similar situation arises.  

Below are some suggestions for how to engage students to assist with your showing.  On our 
website, we have also provided a “Toolkit” for Student Amabassadors to help make their role as 
easy as possible.

Student Organizations May Wish to Co-Sponsor Your Showing:
Every campus has a number of student-run organizations.  Partnering with a student organization to 
co-sponsor your showing can be meaningful for both parties.

There May Be a Student on Your Campus Who Knew Clay, His Family or, May Have Their Own 
Personal Experience with This Topic:
Clay's friends are everywhere and every personal connection to the film helps to make the impact 

even greater. If you decide to bring this documentary to your campus, reach out to your student

body and encourage student participation.

Student Athlete / Athletic Department Participation:
Athletic Departments are just one great avenue to gain support of your showing. The most powerful

way for students to view this film, is by sitting side-by-side with their peers.  Required team viewing provides 

this shoulder-to-shoulder experience we have found to be extremely impactful.

For more information on our Student Ambassador Program, please visit our website: 

www.iftheyhadknown.com/student-ambassador  or,  email us at: iftheyhadknown@gmail.com.  

We are happy to help!

     

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •



GUIDELINES FOR HOLDING AN IMPACTFUL SHOWING

INTENDED AUDIENCES:

High Schools / Communities / Colleges  / Universities
This documentary was made as a peer to peer film. It is told by Clay’s friends and family in the hope of 

starting a dialogue among students about the hazards of mixing prescription drugs with alcohol and 

what to do if they think someone might be at risk.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN:
It is important to acknowledge that the film is an honest and emotional account of a real event. It is a 

valuable viewing experience especially for young people who may find that it reflects some of their own 

experiences. Let your audience know that there will be an opportunity for discussion and questions 

following the film, as well as, the option to talk with someone on a support team privately if they need 

to. Have that contact information available, and whenever possible have a member of the support team 

attend the event.

It is very important that the film be previewed by ALL Panel Members and the Moderator prior to 

the scheduled event so they are not processing their own reactions while trying to lead a discussion 

following the film.  To help facilitators create the most effective experience for their audience, it is 

important to plan for the post viewing conversation by assembling a panel that can bring a professional 

perspective as well as relative experience to this issue.
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Also, remember to:

•  Make sure lights are turned down for optimal viewing experience

•  Let the film play through the end credits, until the “www.iftheyhadknown.com” banner

•  Distribute Handout “What Clay’s Friends Want You To Know” to all attendees

•  Provide blank Comment Cards and pens to students to gather valuable feedback 

Suggested Panel Members:

• Moderator - (Person who will introduce the film and help facilitate post viewing panel discussion)

• Mental Health Professional (Psychiatrist or Social Counselor)

• Health Care Professional (Emergency room doctor or nurse who has direct experience with patients who       
  have mixed prescription drugs and alcohol)

• School Resource Officer or Campus Police

• Student Participation / Student Ambassadors -  Students who wish to be part of the event

8
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HOW TO INTRODUCE THE FILM (MODERATOR)

EXAMPLE :  General Introduction  — High School / Community / College:

We are watching the film “If They Had Known” today to bring awareness and spark a discussion around the 
toxic risks of recreationally mixing prescription drugs with alcohol.  Following the film we will have an 

opportunity for discussion and questions.

Mixing prescription drugs with alcohol has become a recreational trend in high schools and on college 

campuses across the country and is resulting in accidental deaths.  What you are about to see is an 

honest and emotional account of an actual event that resulted in the death of a young man that could have 

been avoided.  “If They Had Known” is the story of Clay Soper’s tragic death told by his friends who were with 

him the night he died.  I want to prepare you - it can be difficult to watch and may trigger strong emotions.  

We will watch the film through the closing credits to allow everyone to reflect on the information 

in the film and give them time to process what they have seen.

“If They Had Known”  is NOT about the opioid epidemic, substance abuse, addiction or attacking the 

pharmaceutical industry.  It IS about:

• Understanding the reality of today’s current party culture,

• Understanding the risks of combining prescription drugs with alcohol,  and

• Understanding your responsibility to act if you think someone is at risk.

Clay Soper accidentally died at age 19 from mixing prescription drugs with alcohol while at a party with 

his friends.   He did not struggle with addiction, nor did he have a substance abuse issue.  He was just like 

one of you. He should not have died - he made a bad decision that is all too common within party culture 

today.  The combination of prescription drugs and alcohol caused Clay’s respiratory system and heart to 

stop.  Neither Clay, nor his friends had any idea that combining prescription drugs and alcohol could kill 

them or their friend. Clay’s death was entirely preventable - What Clay DIDN’T KNOW, cost him his life.

Perhaps things would be different —  “If They Had Known”

Personalized Introduction / Student Ambassador:
ESPECIALLY APPROPRIATE FOR A COLLEGE EVENT:

If you knew Clay or his family, or have a personal connection to the story - please share your connection 

to Clay and speak of your relationship with him.  Students speaking to other students about this topic 

will help to spread the word amongst each other about the risks outlined in the film.

Engage your audience :  If you know this toxic mix is prevalent on your campus - speak to your audience 

in a candid fashion.  “Show of hands for who has seen this at parties or is familiar with the trend of mixing 

prescription drugs with alcohol”.  

Clay Soper accidentally died at age 19 from mixing prescription drugs with alcohol while at a party with 

his friends.   He did not struggle with addiction, nor did he have a substance abuse issue.  He was just like 

one of you/us.  He should not have died - he made a bad decision that is all too common within party culture 

today.  The combination of prescription drugs and alcohol caused Clay’s respiratory system and heart to 

stop.  Neither Clay, nor his friends had any idea that combining prescription drugs and alcohol could kill 

them or their friend. Clay’s death was entirely preventable - What Clay DIDN’T KNOW, cost him his life.

Perhaps things would be different —  “If They Had Known”
9
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HOW TO LEAD A POST VIEWING PANEL DISCUSSION

Before the ending credits, a series of short, candid clips are included on our DVD.   These clips, spoken

and recorded by Clay’s friends, will act as a bridge to your panel discussion. These clips reiterate the 

5 key messaging points outlined on the Handout, “What Clay’s Friends Want You To Know”  (see below).  

At the least, we hope that each student will read these 5 key points  — they might just help save their 

life or their friends’.

 Understand the Risks of This Toxic Mix

 Accidents Do Not Discriminate

 Prescription Drugs are Not for Recreational Use

 Know Your Responsibility to Act

 The Ripple Effect and Its Impact 

RECOMMENDED QUESTIONS FOR POST VIEWING DISCUSSION:

HIGH SCHOOL and COLLEGE Students

•  What is your reaction to If They Had Known?

•  Have you ever known anyone to share prescriptions or purchase them over the internet?

•  Now that you have seen the film, do you think this could happen to you or someone you know?

•  Would you call for help if you were someplace where people were drinking and taking 
 prescription or other drugs, and you were worried about a friend or peer?

•  What are the signs that a friend or peer is in trouble?

•  What do you think the consequences would be if you did call for help?  What if you didn’t?

•  How can you bring this topic up in discussion with friends in order to spread the word on 
 the dangers of mixing prescription drugs and alcohol?

•  What is our community/campus policy regarding the “Good Samaritan Law” / Medical Amnesty Law?

COMMUNITY 

•  What is your reaction to “If They Had Known”?

•  What are your thoughts about how the experience of Clay and his friends are playing out in 
 our community?

•  What are some of the ways parents and members of the community can support young people 
 in their decisions around prescription drugs and alcohol?

•  What can each of us do in our communities - students, parents, educators, health professionals - 
 to prevent a tragedy like Clay’s from happening in our community?

•  What is our community’s policy regarding the  “Good Samaritan Law” / Medical Amnesty Law?
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HOW TO GATHER STUDENT / AUDIENCE RESPONSE 

“If They Had Known” connects with students in a modern way. It’s candid peer to peer format is 

truthful and alarming and has proven to resonate with students. Because the story and message 

is delivered by Clay’s friends and family, not actors, the take away is genuine and impactful. When 

students view this film, they are watching their world on the screen and it rattles them.  Very 

often, the auditorium is silent following the film - so silent you could hear a pin drop.

The dialogues and conversations that happen after viewing this film are proof of its impact on the 

audience.  We regard the post viewing discussion to be as important as the viewing of the film 

and feel it presents a valuable opportunity to gather feedback from your students /audience.

COMMENT CARDS:

We strongly recommend that you provide blank index cards and pens to students/attendees 

so they may anonymously write down their reactions / questions / take away from the film.  

Cards can be collected at the conclusion of the film, and be used to facilitate the post viewing 

discussion - or, simply placed in a box at the exit for later review.  These cards provide valuable 

insight into students’ attitudes towards this issue.

Examples of comments we have received may be found on our website under “see what students 

are saying”.  We hope you will share with us any comments from your showing that you would like 

included on our website.  Email to: iftheyhadknown@gmail.com

ONLINE AUDIENCE RESPONSE PLATFORM:

If your school uses an online audience response platform (such as “Metimeter”), this is another 

good option to poll your audience.   The software aggregates responses and anonymously 

displays a summary on screen and can serve as a prompt for discussion.  
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DVD RETURN / SURVEY / FEEDBACK 

Thank you for hosting our film.  You have taken the first step in creating awareness and dialogue 
about the risks of current party culture.   We established the Clay Soper Memorial Fund because 
we wanted to make a difference in Clay’s memory.   Clay had an amazing ability to connect with 
people.  We hope this film will allow for Clay to continue to connect with people and help to 
change party culture.  Be safe.

        Love, the Soper family 
    

RETURN DVD AND SURVEY:
Included with your kit, is a self addressed, stamped envelope in which to return the DVD.  

Please return your DVD (in its original case) within 5 business days of your final showing.  

If desired, you may also include the comment cards collected. 

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU:
Whether a student or administrator, we want to hear your thoughts.

How did this film impact you? What did you learn? How will you bring the themes learned into 

everyday life?  Please connect with us via our website: www.iftheyhadknown.com 
or, by email:  iftheyhadknown@gmail.com

For students, this is a great way to continue the discussion and anonymously share their thoughts.

POST PHOTOS/COMMENTS FROM YOUR SHOWING:
Please share photos and comments from your showing on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and 

LinkedIn. By doing this you’ll help us to create awareness around this serious issue and help 

save lives.

Thank you — Together, we can help to create change in Clay’s memory.
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ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES ACROSS THE COUNTRY, OUR FILM IS 
CREATING CHANGE AND HELPING TO SAVE LIVES
The dialogues and conversations that happen after viewing this film are proof of its impact 
on the audience.  

“ …this film changed lives on our campus.  Through multiple showings in various venues, students 
across campus learned about the hazards of mixing prescription pills with alcohol in a non-judgmental 
way.  We are forever grateful for being able to raise awareness and reduce stigma about this sensitive 
topic on our college campus.…”

        -  Fairfield University,  Fairfield, CT

“Powerful, raw, honest, eye opening, scary.   Every single student should see this film.  This film WILL 
save lives.  Everyone tonight will remember this movie for the rest of their lives.”

“The feedback has been tremendous. We have learned so much from the post viewing discussion and 
follow-up conversations with students.”

       - Boston College,  Boston, MA

“ Because of your documentary this has been a topic in and out  of school — especially at parties.” 

“This movie has shown me the harmful affects of what we think of today is a normal activity at a party ” 

                 (Students) - College of the Holy Cross,  Worcester, MA

“My biggest take away from this is the fact that such a "minor" thing that I see every weekend can 
actually kill someone and flip their loved ones world upside down.  Awareness is needed.” 

              (Student) - Merrimack College, North Andover, MA

“This film was very eye-opening. I have never really considered the reality of this lethal mix.  It not only 
shows the dangers of prescription drugs mixed with alcohol, but also the effect it has on friends and 
family.  To see how crushed Clay’s friends and family were after the accident should move everyone to 
consider the real danger in this mix.”

            (Student) - Bridgewater State University,  Bridgewater, MA

“The feedback has been tremendous. Each and every person that has watched the film has been touched 
by the Soper family's story.  The film fits in well with our approach to educating our students about the 
risks within the party culture.  We have learned so much from the post viewing discussion and follow-up 
conversations with students.”
           - College Health Promotion Director 
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IN HIGH SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY, OUR 
FILM IS CREATING CHANGE AND HELPING TO SAVE LIVES
The dialogues and conversations that happen after viewing this film are proof of its impact 
on the audience.  

HIGH SCHOOL / COMMUNITY:

"For years, we've focused on drinking and driving but, with all our kids who battle anxiety, depression 
and other emotional illnesses...what do we do to warn them about the danger of playing with pills 
and alcohol?"

       - Dean of Students     
         Westford Academy, Westford, MA

“My friend said to me after the assembly that this is by far the best alcohol and drug programming 
he has ever seen for anyone in high school, and I 100% agree with him.”      
                  (Student) - Cambridge School of Weston, Weston, MA

“WOW.  Your video is incredible. I have worked in the field for years and haven’t ever come across 
something quite like what you have created. Thank you for creating this and doing it in such a way 
that is real and effective.”
                    - Broome County Health Department
                      Binghamton, NY

“There wasn't a single person in the room who didn't walk away having learned something.  Every 
kid in the country should see this … This was way more powerful than just don't do drugs -  this my kids 
will remember." 
                                    - Community Coalition Leader

“To say that the message about Clay was impactful is an understatement.  His story, and yours, 
truly touched our hearts and left a lasting impression.  The movie spurred a terrific discussion about 
substance use and the ways that our students and families can help each other stay safe.”

              - Superintendent, Deposit, NY

“As a former user of mixing Xanax and alcohol, I will never do it again after seeing this film.” 

                 (Student) - Winchester High School, Winchester, MA 

“This is the type of documentary that everyone should see. It was a normal night that went horribly 
wrong.  Imagine if they had the information that we now have.  Talking with students after the showing 
proved one thing to me about this topic; they are listening.”

          - Wellness Teacher, Essex North Shore Agricultural &   
            Technical School - Hathorne, MA
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ABOUT CLAY SOPER MEMORIAL FUND (CSMF)

Shortly after Clay’s death we established the Clay Soper Memorial Fund 
(CSMF) because we wanted to make a difference in Clay’s memory. His tragic 

death was something we felt needed to be talked about and understood.   

He should not have died - he made a bad decision that is common within 

party culture today. He died because of what he and his friends DIDN’T know.  

Clay was a unique person.  He possessed an inviting personality and sense of 

humor that made people naturally feel comfortable and safe with him.  He 

appreciated differences and thrived on learning about people’s backgrounds.  

He touched more people in his 19 years than some do in an entire lifetime.

The CSMF seeks to educate youth about Clay’s death and how to avoid such 
a tragic accident as well as, promote his passion of connecting youth from 
different cultures and promote acceptance, kindness, and understanding 
of differences.

CSMF has three initiatives;

1) "IF THEY HAD KNOWN" —
A documentary spoken BY kids TO kids about the risks associated with current 

party culture.  We hope to educate every high school and college student 

coast to coast about the toxic risks of mixing prescription drugs with alcohol.  

 

2) CLAY CONNECTIONS — 
program partnered with Youth Enrichment Services (YES), Boston, MA
During his high school years, Clay volunteered with Youth Enrichment Services 

(YES)  a Boston-based youth enrichment program designed to provide inner 

city kids an opportunity to experience the pride of achievement through 

outdoor adventure. Through his volunteering, his love of connecting and 

appreciating people from different backgrounds was recognized.  CLAY 
CONNECTIONS program connects inner city and suburban middle school 

students together to help create an awareness, appreciation and desire to

learn about people from different cultures and backgrounds.

3) CLAY SOPER MEMORIAL WEEKEND CHAMPIONSHIP —
In memory of Clay,  a passionate skier and ski racer, the Clay Soper Memorial 
Weekend Championship is an annual alpine ski race held at Clay's home 

mountain, Waterville Valley, NH.  It is a two day, USSA sanctioned event which 

celebrates the New England "weekend racer’s" commitment to ski racing and 

awards their personal growth within the sport.

For more information on CSMF, please visit our website:

www.claysopermemorialfund.com

Clay and his dog, Kota
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IMPORTANT LICENSE AGREEMENT INFORMATION

Film License Agreement  :  HIGH SCHOOL  &  COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY
(A) ONE MONTH LICENSE AGREEMENT /  Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by an authorized and designated 
representative of the Clay Soper Memorial Fund, Inc., the Permitted Uses for the DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM shall be for a ONE 
MONTH period from License start date to include unlimited Community and Student showings (“Permitted Uses”).   

(B) FULL YEAR LICENSE AGREEMENT /  Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by an authorized and designated representative of 
the Clay Soper Memorial Fund, Inc., the Permitted Uses for the DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM shall be for ONE YEAR from License start 
date to include unlimited showings (“Permitted Uses”).    

The rights granted to Licensee under this Agreement are non-exclusive, non-transferable and may not be sub-licensed under this 
Agreement.  The rights and obligations arising under this Agreement may not be assigned or distributed to any other person or 
entity, without Licensor’s express written permission.

The DOCUMENTARY DVD shall be used for the Permitted Uses only and returned to Licensor upon the earlier of (i) Licensor’s 
demand or (ii) within 5 business days of the Permitted Uses, whichever is earlier in supplied self-addressed stamped envelope.  
Licensee (and any of its agents, representatives, successors and assigns) shall not copy, duplicate, replicate, rip, burn or reproduce 
the DOCUMENTARY DVD in any manner, except for its intended and Permitted Uses.    

Licensee agrees not to use, distribute and/or disclose any of the Contents of the DOCUMENTARY DVD as part of a trade‐mark, 
design‐mark, trade-name, business name, service mark, or logo.  

Film License Agreement  :  ORGANIZATION / COALITION

(A) FULL YEAR LICENSE AGREEMENT / Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by an authorized and designated 
representative of the Clay Soper Memorial Fund, Inc., the Permitted Uses for the DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM shall be for ONE 
YEAR from License start date of contract to include unlimited showings (“Permitted Uses”) for Organizations or Coalitions 
in up to FOUR communities (cities or towns).   Information on such cities/towns is required. 

(B) ONE MONTH LICENSE AGREEMENT /  Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by an authorized and designated representative 
of the Clay Soper Memorial Fund, Inc., the Permitted Uses for the DOCUMENTARY PROGRAM shall be for ONE MONTH from License 
start date of contract to include unlimited showings (“Permitted Uses”) for an organization or coalition in one community 
(city or town).   Information on such city/town is required. 

The rights granted to Licensee under this Agreement are non-exclusive, non-transferable and may not be sub-licensed under this 
Agreement.  The rights and obligations arising under this Agreement may not be assigned or distributed to any other person or 
entity, without Licensor’s express written permission.

The DOCUMENTARY DVD shall be used for the Permitted Uses only and returned to Licensor upon the earlier of (i) Licensor’s 
demand or (ii) within 5 business days of the Permitted Uses, whichever is earlier in supplied self-addressed stamped envelope.  
Licensee (and any of its agents, representatives, successors and assigns) shall not copy, duplicate, replicate, rip, burn or reproduce 
the DOCUMENTARY DVD in any manner, except for its intended and Permitted Uses.    

Licensee agrees not to use, distribute and/or disclose any of the Contents of the DOCUMENTARY DVD as part of a trade‐mark, 
design-mark, trade-name, business name, service mark, or logo. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR FULL YEAR ORGANIZATION/COALITION AGREEMENT: 

Please send us the below information (for all 4 communities) so that we may provide 
Documentary Program Support Materials for each.

School Name   l   Community/Town   l   Contact Name   l   Email   l   Address



“If  They Had Known”  (ITHK) is a project of the Clay Soper Memorial Fund (CSMF), 
a non-profit 501(c)3  established in 2016.  

For more information please visit our websites:
www.iftheyhadknown.com 

www.claysopermemorialfund.com

Or email us:
iftheyhadknown@gmail.com

claysopermemorialfund@gmail.com

233 Main Street     Winchester, MA  01890       (781) 325 - 6902


